Topic 6 Discussion Quantitative Methods Criminology     Due: 11/28/19 5:00 p.m. Central Time 

Please discuss the following questions.

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]In Hartley’s Reading 29, Listwan and colleagues examine whether methamphetamine users can be treated effectively in a community-based setting, namely a drug court, without compromise to community safety.  Please discuss what makes evaluation research a separate topic from other research?  Why do we call this research Evaluation Research?  Finally, what can be done to benefit the improvement of the “drug court” program according to the research findings? You may provide your own suggestions from your understandings of the research findings. (You may find the article through the Lamar library online journal. The reference is "Listwan, S., Shaffer, D., & Hartman, J. (2009). Combating methamphetamine use in the community: The efficacy of the drug court model. Crime & Delinquency, 55, 627-644.") (I have attached the journal article)

2. In Reading 30, what rival causal factors did those authors control for to attempt to isolate whether Operation Ceasefire was responsible for the youth homicide reduction? (You may find the article through the Lamar library online journal. The reference is "Braga, A., Kennedy, D., Waring, E., & Morrison Piehl, A. (2001). Problem-oriented policing, deterrence, and youth violence: An evaluation of Boston's Operation Ceasefire. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 38 195-225.") (I have attached the journal article)
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Instructions for Discussions: 
Min 200 words  
Textbooks for class: 

[image: Image result for isbn 978-1-4129-7496-7]- Pearson, Robert W. 2010. Statistical Persuasion. Sage Publication. Inc. (Required) ISBN: 978-1-4129-7496-7 




[image: ]- Maxfield, Michael G., and Babbie, Earl R. 2014. Research Methods for Criminal Justice and Criminology (7th Edition). Boston, MA: Wadsworth Publishing Company. (Required) ISBN: 978-1285067841 




Optional Text:
• Hartley Richard D. 2011. Snapshot of Research: Readings in Criminology and Criminal Justice.” (Optional) ISBN: 978-1-4129-8919-0. This book is helpful for your final paper. It also includes the much shorter version of published journal articles that you can use as samples for writing your final paper.

Provide enough contexts that your classmates and I can understand your points and try to direct us to a specific passage in the text that forced you to articulate your question most sharply. Distributed over through Blackboard in a timely manner is expected.

1. Write in simple, effective, straightforward, standard English. Avoid slang.
2. Don’t write an essay. Limit each post to fewer than 200 words but make sure your first post responds to the discussion questions as comprehensive as possible 
3. Proofread your post carefully before submitting it, and follow the rules of netiquette: http://www.otal.umd.edu/~probinso/online/netiquette.html
4. As an instructor, I will examine but not always respond to everyone’s posts. However, I will post my responses when the ongoing discussion appears to be going in the wrong direction.
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